FROM THE VAULT: LEARNING WITH THE MARTIN MUSEUM PERMANENT COLLECTION

Collection Spotlight: Subscription Art: Knowledge, Power, and the Printed Page
Featured Artist(s): Wilhelm Gottlieb Becker (1753-1813), John James Audubon (1785-1851), Wilhelm Pleydenwrff(1460-1494), Michael Wolgemut (1434-1519), Richard Earlom (1743-1822)
Time Period:15th–19th Centuries
Medium: Engraving, woodcut, hand-colored print

Overview
Subscription Art explores how subscription models shaped the history of printmaking and publishing. Works were sold plate by plate, allowing subscribers to control how they assembled and displayed the work. This system expanded access to fine art, but it also reflected the privilege and wealth required to collect a complete set. Students will examine plates from The Birds of America, The Augusteum, and The Nuremberg Chronicles to understand how printmaking shaped access to art, knowledge, and cultural power.

Featured Works from the Martin Museum’s Collection
· Plate from The Birds of America (1827–1838)
· Plate from Augusteum (1728–1753)
· Pages from the Nuremberg Chronicles (c.  1493, German translation, with Latin text)
· Plate from Temple of Flora (c. 1807)


Ideal For
· History and art history classes studying books, publishing, and print culture
· Literature and media studies exploring the evolution of knowledge sharing
· Students learning about the economics of art, publishing, and access

Key Themes
· Printmaking and the spread of knowledge
· Subscription models as a bridge between handmade and mass-produced books
· Art is both a collectible luxury and a means of sharing information
· The relationship between ownership, access, and cultural power

Booking Details
· Duration: 45–60 minutes
· Audience: Available for middle and high school, university-level, and special interest groups
· Includes: Guided discussion and close viewing of selected works
· How to Book: Select this Collection Spotlight when submitting your group tour request.
